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Throughout June, a whirlwind of political events
unfolded in Lebanon and across the Middle East as
conflict continued to rage. Yet despite these hardships,
Thimar and our ministries were blessed with the
opportunities to celebrate a series of accomplishments.
Though troubles persist in our region, these moments
remind and show us how God continues to work. 

Our SKILD Center turned 15 this year. On this Crystal
Jubilee occasion, SKILD also received accreditation
from the New England Association of Schools and
Colleges (NEASC). Such accreditation is both a
recognition of the high-quality work done by our staff
at SKILD and their pioneering achievements in making
society, schools, and workplaces more welcoming and
inclusive for individuals with special needs and
learning difficulties. In this article, we provide more
details about what this milestone means for SKILD,
Lebanon, and our vision moving forward. 

Thimar’s Beirut Baptist School (BBS) held graduation
ceremonies for its students. After yet another
challenging school year marked by yet another war, it
was a joyous occasion for students. Among the
graduates was Mahmoud Akoum, a student in BBS’
SMART Program. Click here to watch our recap video
highlighting his story.  

At the end of June, our publishing house, Dar Manhal
al Hayat (DMAH), launched a new Youth Bible
Curriculum in collaboration with our children and
youth ministry Salt & Light. The launching event
brought together Christians and church leaders from
across denominations and churches throughout
Lebanon. But the event did more than just introduce
attendees to the curriculum: it trained them on how to
use it and the importance of developing a Biblical
formation among youth in the country. You can read
more about the curriculum and the event here. 

These events provide a moment to celebrate and
remember all that God is doing in Lebanon and how
He is using us in His work. As always, we are thankful
to you, our friends and partners, who stand alongside
and support us in all that we are doing. Until next time,
we wish you all the best. 
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SKILD’s Journey to International Accreditation
SKILD Center has reached a historic milestone by
becoming the first special needs center outside the
United States to receive accreditation from the New
England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC).
This achievement recognizes 15 years of dedicated
work promoting inclusion and supporting individuals
with special needs and learning difficulties in Lebanon.

Since its founding, SKILD has developed a
comprehensive range of services, including
assessments, therapy, inclusive education programs,
university support initiatives, family support groups,
and training programs for educators and church leaders
across Lebanon, Syria, and Iraq. Through partnerships
with schools and national advocacy efforts, SKILD has
helped create more accessible and inclusive
environments for thousands of individuals and families.

NEASC Praises SKILD’s Leadership in Advancing
Inclusion Across Lebanon
Following a comprehensive site visit and evaluation
process, NEASC commended SKILD as a mission-
driven organization distinguished by its passionate
staff, strong leadership, and unwavering commitment
to inclusion. The evaluation team highlighted the
center’s significant impact on the lives of individuals
with special needs and learning difficulties, noting that
SKILD is not only providing essential services but also
helping to transform societal perceptions of inclusive
education throughout Lebanon.

In its report, NEASC recognized SKILD as a model
organization whose influence extends far beyond its
programs and classrooms. Through its partnerships
with schools, universities, families, educators, and
community organizations, SKILD has become a catalyst
for change, promoting a culture in which individuals
with special needs are valued, supported, and given
opportunities to reach their full potential.

More Than Accreditation: A Commitment to Excellence
The accreditation represents much more than
recognition of past achievements. It affirms the quality,
integrity, and effectiveness of SKILD’s work while
reinforcing its commitment to continuous
improvement, accountability, and excellence. It also
reflects the center’s dedication to maintaining
international standards and continually enhancing its
services to better meet the evolving needs of
individuals, families, and communities.

As the first special needs center outside the United
States to receive NEASC accreditation, SKILD’s
achievement serves as a powerful milestone not only
for the organization but also for the broader movement
toward inclusion in Lebanon and the region. The
recognition stands as a testament to fifteen years of
vision, perseverance, innovation, and collaboration,
while inspiring SKILD to continue expanding its impact
in the years ahead.

Celebrating the success
SKILD hosted a special celebration to mark its historic
NEASC accreditation. The keynote speaker was His
Excellency HE Elias Bou Saab, who described the
accreditation as “a source of pride for all of Lebanon.”

During the celebration, SKILD Founder Dr. Nabil Costa
reflected on the significance of this achievement,
emphasizing that accreditation brings with it an even
greater responsibility to continue serving with excellence
and advancing inclusion throughout the country.

SKILD Director Mrs. Hiba Al Jamal reaffirmed the
center’s commitment to its mission, promising to move
forward with renewed passion and dedication. She also
expressed her gratitude to all the guests, partners, staff
members, and supporters who have contributed to
SKILD’s journey and joined in celebrating this
important milestone.

SKILD reaches new milestone 

as it receives accreditation from NEASC
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Even as I sit to write this blog, the buzzing of the MK
drones continues overhead.

It has become part of our daily lives in Lebanon. The
sound rises and falls depending on where you are. In
some places, it is distant background noise. In others, it
becomes louder, and more threatening. A reminder that
danger is near and life is precious.

Despite the advertised ceasefires in the region, in Lebanon
this ceasefire is implemented selectively. Even within
Lebanon, the war continues at different levels in different
places. Some areas feel relatively safe, yet there is always
the expectation that another strike or assassination could
happen at any moment. It is possible for one person living
in Lebanon to feel continuously anxious and at the same
time for another to be oblivious to or in denial about
what’s going on.

In many towns and villages in southern Lebanon – and
again even this week in parts of Beirut – people continue
receiving warnings to leave their homes. Many families
remain displaced: some have lost their homes to strikes,
while others do not know if they will ever return.
The reality of this displacement can be seen in different
shelters and in the tents scattered along Beirut’s
waterfront and in other areas across the country. Behind
every tent is a story of uncertainty, grief, exhaustion, and
longing for home.

Living in Lebanon often carries this unspoken reality: one
day you may have to leave your home without knowing if
you will ever return. While other parts of the world
experience displacement because of natural disasters,
much of the suffering in our region has been caused by
human hands and destructive ideologies. But even worse
than losing a home is losing someone you love.

Beyond the physical destruction, what grieves me
deeply is that, in our region, and within parts of some
cultures or people groups with certain ideologies and
political narratives, death is celebrated. Some people
congratulate one another over what they perceive as
martyrdom. Death is portrayed as victory. Suffering is
glorified. And generations are raised within ideologies so
deeply embedded that they shape how people see truth
and life through a distorted view of reality or of God.

How can someone celebrate the death of a loved one
and believe this is beautiful? How can someone live in
displacement, perhaps in a tent with no running water,
away from home and still be taught to call this victory?
At times I wonder: is this a form of self-protection or a
way to survive unbearable pain? Or is it the result of
years of ideological formation beginning in childhood,
reinforced through schools, communities, media, and
political systems?

This region is not the only place where distorted
ideologies shape human thinking. Every society has its
blindnesses. In the West, there are also beliefs and moral
contradictions that many of us struggle to understand.
Humanity everywhere has shown its ability to justify
what is destructive while calling it good.

The Bible reminds us that spiritual blindness is real and
warns people from calling evil good and good evil
(Isaiah 5:20). Moreover, the Apostle Paul writes: “The
god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so
that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2
Corinthians 4:4).

It’s a Mosquito… It’s a Faulty AC Unit…

It’s an MK Drone!
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Yet, Scripture also reminds us that our response is not
hatred or superiority. Our calling as followers of Christ
is to love, pray for, serve, and point people toward
Jesus. We pray that the Holy Spirit opens blind eyes,
including our own, because no society, church, or
person is immune from deception. Transformation
ultimately comes through the work of the Holy Spirit.

The Church’s role must be to spread a culture of life in
the face of ideologies that lead to death. A culture that
reflects God’s kingdom that is out of this world but for
this world. For it is the Head of the Church who said,
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I
have come that they may have life, and have it to the
full” (John 10:10).

Jesus also challenged the violent instincts of humanity
when He said: “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for
eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell you, do not resist an
evil person…” (Matt 5:38-39). This is not a call for us to
be passive toward injustice, but as Jesus also taught,
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you…” (Matt 5:43-
44). This is a call to resist hatred and revenge with an
active and faithful response. These are not abstract
spiritual sayings. They are deeply practical commands
for people who live in societies that have been and are
shaped by violence and fear.

 

It is easy to blame others for Lebanon’s situation:
foreign powers, corrupt leaders, extremist ideologies,
injustice, or regional conflicts. Certainly, all of these
play a role. But as followers of Christ, we must also ask
ourselves: What culture are we spreading? Are we
spreading fear or hope? Hatred or reconciliation?
Death or life?

Lebanese people, including the church in Lebanon, are
often called resilient, and sometimes we survive simply
because we have no other choice. Yet Scripture
reminds us that simply surviving is not our goal. Jesus
calls us to something deeper: “But seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will
be given to you as well”

(Matt 6:33). In the Lord’s Prayer we also pray for His
kingdom to come.

So how do we live faithfully in times like these, where
we are struggling between surviving, loving our
enemies, and seeking God’s kingdom?

By renewing our minds.

The Apostle Paul writes: “Do not conform to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2).

Followers of Christ are constantly called to resist
becoming shaped by the fear, rage, hatred, and
hopelessness surrounding them. We are called to
remember that Christ rose from the dead. He sacrificed
Himself for us, not by demanding others die for Him,
but by giving Himself in love for the world. While we
are called to carry our cross daily and follow Him,
unlike what the leaders of this world do, Jesus gave
Himself as the ransom. This changes everything, for his
desire from us is mercy, not sacrifice. So, we each have
to ask ourselves, in our own contexts, how can we be
merciful and show the love of Christ in word and deed
where we are?

And so, while the buzzing of the drones continues
overhead, I pray that it will not become merely a
constant reminder of fear and death. Instead, may it
remind the Church that, yes, “the days are evil” (Eph
5:16); therefore we must redeem the time and make the
most of every opportunity God gives us: an opportunity
to be merciful, to resist hatred and to love, to serve, to
comfort the displaced, to speak truth, to pray for our
enemies – and, through these actions and attitudes, to
embody the life of Christ in places marked by death.

Today presents an opportunity to spread a culture that
celebrates life – true life found in Christ – in a world
that is exhausted by death.
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After nine years of faithful service at ABTS, Loulwa El
Maalouf, Director of Partnerships and Organizational
Development, will be concluding her role at the end of
August 2026 as she prepares to enter a new season of
life and ministry.

Throughout her years at ABTS, Loulwa has served with
dedication, creativity, and deep commitment to the
mission of the seminary. She has helped communicate
the story of God’s work through ABTS across the Arab
world, strengthened relationships with partners, and
contributed significantly to the development of the
seminary’s partnerships and organizational capacity.

Reflecting on her journey, Loulwa shares: It has been a
blessing and a privilege to serve God at ABTS for the
past nine years. During this time, I have learned so
much from ABTS friends and partners, I have
witnessed God at work throughout the Arab world in
remarkable ways, and I have been grateful to play a
small part in what He is doing through the seminary. It
has been a truly eye-opening and stretching
experience that has taught me to rely more deeply on
God and to continually praise Him for His faithfulness.

The ABTS community gives thanks to God for Loulwa’s
faithful service, for the many ways she has supported
the seminary’s mission, and for the relationships she
has nurtured with partners and friends around the
world. Her contribution has been a blessing to ABTS
and to many who have walked alongside the seminary
over the past nine years.

As ABTS prepares for this transition, Wissam Nasrallah,
ABTS President, affirms the seminary’s ongoing
commitment to its mission and to its partners: “As we
prepare for this transition, we do so with deep gratitude
for Loulwa’s faithful service and with renewed trust in
the God who calls, provides, and sustains His work. At
ABTS, we have always understood partnership as more
than support for an institution. It is a fellowship in the
gospel and a shared participation in God’s mission to
serve His Church in the Arab world. We are deeply
grateful for the partners who continue to walk with us
as we serve the Church in our region by equipping
faithful men and women for effective service. As we
enter this next season, our confidence rests in the Lord
who continues to build His Church"

We invite you to join us in giving thanks for Loulwa’s
years of service and in praying for her, her family, and
ABTS during this time of transition. We also pray that
God will continue to be glorified through the work and
mission of ABTS as it serves the Church in our region.

Loulwa El Maalouf, Director of Partnerships 

and Organizational Development, 

Called to a New Season
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Saturday, June 27 marked an important milestone for
youth discipleship in Lebanon as Thimar-LSESD’s Dar
Manhal al Hayat (DMAH) and Salt & Light ministries
officially launched a new Youth Bible Curriculum, the
fruit of nearly five years of development by author and
Executive Director of the Lebanese Evangelical Society
Toni Haddad.

The launch gathered 55 participants representing 19
churches from across Lebanon, including Brethren,
Baptist, Apostolic, and non-denominational
congregation leaders. Church leaders, youth leaders,
Sunday school teachers, Bible teachers, parents, and
disciple-makers came together with one shared
conviction: the next generation needs more than
programs; it needs intentional, biblical formation.

More than simply introducing a new curriculum, the
day served as a Training of Trainers, equipping those
who minister to teenagers with both practical tools and
a renewed vision for discipleship in an increasingly
complex world.

A Curriculum for a Critical Season
Designed for young people between the ages of 14 and
19, the curriculum addresses the defining questions
every teenager asks while navigating one of life’s most
formative stages. Rather than beginning with behavior,
the curriculum begins with identity and God’s
redemptive story. Students journey through three
interconnected units:

From Where – Discovering our origin and creation
story, understanding who we are because of the
God who created us.
To Where – Looking ahead to our eternal hope and
everlasting life with Jesus Christ.

How to Live in Between – Learning to navigate
morality, values, relationships, identity, technology,
and the everyday challenges facing today’s youth.

Together, these three units help students understand not
only where they come from and where they are going,
but also how to faithfully follow Christ in the present.

Raising Leaders of Conscience
Throughout the training, Haddad repeatedly
emphasized that the Church’s calling is far greater than
helping young people simply fit in or behave well.

“We are not raising followers of trends,” he said. “We
are raising leaders of conscience.”

In a culture constantly shaped by social media, digital
influence, and shifting values, Christian leaders are called
to develop young people whose convictions are grounded
in God’s truth rather than the latest cultural movement.

Drawing from Proverbs 27:23, Haddad reminded
participants that effective ministry begins by truly
knowing the people entrusted to our care.
Understanding today’s teenagers as well as their fears,
questions, struggles, and aspirations is essential if we
are to disciple them well.

“Youth are not problems to be solved,” he said. “They
are stories waiting to be understood.”
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From Behavioral Modification to Spiritual Formation
One of the central themes of the day was the distinction
between behavioral modification and spiritual
formation. Rather than focusing merely on changing
outward behavior, Christian discipleship seeks the
transformation of the heart through the work of the
Holy Spirit. Haddad explained that adolescence is a
unique developmental season. Because the frontal
cortex continues developing well into early adulthood,
teenagers often experience emotions intensely before
they are able to process situations with mature
reasoning. This reality calls for patience, wisdom, and
grace from those who disciple them.

Some young people need us to speak to their hearts.
Others need us to engage their minds. Effective
discipleship requires both compassion and
discernment.

Living Faithfully in a Digital Babylon
A recurring image throughout the training was that of
“Digital Babylon.” Today’s youth are surrounded by an
environment saturated with technology, constant
connectivity, competing worldviews, and endless
digital voices. Rather than retreating from this reality,
the Church must prepare young people to live
faithfully within it.

The conversation naturally extended to the rise of
Artificial Intelligence. While AI offers remarkable
opportunities, Haddad reminded participants that it is
ultimately a tool that amplifies what already exists.
Technology itself is not neutral in its effects. It can
strengthen wisdom or amplify deception.

In an age where information is abundant and attention
spans continue to shrink, young people need more than
access to knowledge; they need well-formed
consciences capable of discerning truth from subjective
realities. AI can easily give sophisticated language to false
ideas, making discernment more necessary than ever.
The Church’s task, therefore, is not simply to provide
information but to cultivate biblical wisdom so that
young people are not carried away by alternate truths.

Ministering in the Post-Truth Era
The training also explored the realities of what many
describe as the post-truth era: a culture where feelings
increasingly become the final authority and objective
truth is often questioned. When feelings replace truth as
the ultimate reference point, identity becomes unstable,
belonging becomes measured by appearance and
popularity, and relationships risk becoming numerical
rather than deeply personal.

Haddad highlighted the connection many studies have
found between heavy social media consumption,
anxiety, depression, and loneliness. Ironically, while
today’s generation has unprecedented digital
connectedness, many young people feel profoundly
unknown. The curriculum responds to these realities
by continually directing students back to the
unchanging truths of Scripture and the secure identity
found in Christ.
As participants reflected together, one powerful
observation emerged: if our origin is viewed as
accidental, our destiny inevitably becomes uncertain
and fearful. But when young people understand that
they are intentionally created by God and called
according to His purposes, they discover hope,
direction, and confidence.

Redeeming the Time
Another major emphasis came from Paul’s exhortation to
make the best use of the time because the days are evil.
Young people were never created merely to consume
content or chase temporary happiness. Scripture teaches
that we are created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand for us to walk in.

True happiness, Haddad explained, is not found in
endless self-gratification but in discovering and living out
God’s calling. Rather than simply asking how to make
teenagers happy, Christian leaders are called to help them
align their desires with God’s purposes for their lives.

Preparing Hearts Before Lessons
The day concluded with a reminder that effective
teaching begins long before entering the classroom.
Curriculum matters. Sound theology matters. Good
teaching methods matter. Yet above all, God works
through leaders whose own hearts have first been
prepared in prayer. The greatest lesson students receive is
not merely the material that is taught but the life of the
one who teaches it.

As participants left equipped with new resources,
practical tools, and renewed vision, there was a shared
sense that this curriculum is far more than another
educational resource. It is a strategic investment in the
next generation, helping young people understand where
they come from, where they are going, and how to live
faithfully for Christ in the challenging years in between.

Through this partnership between Salt & Light and Dar
Manhal al Hayat, the prayer is that churches across
Lebanon will be increasingly equipped to raise not merely
knowledgeable young adults, but faithful disciples and
courageous leaders of conscience for the glory of God.
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My name is Firas and I am from Aleppo, Syria. I have
three children who attend the church’s education
center: my daughters who are 14 and 10 years old, and
my son who is 9. I also have an older daughter who is
16. She used to go to the center, but she now lives in
Beirut with her grandmother.

I first came to Lebanon as a young man to work. I was
twenty years old when I first came here, and I would
come and go between here and Syria. It was long
before the war. During this time, I got married and my
wife and I had our two older daughters in Syria.

Right after the war started in Syria, things got scary
really fast and my family told me to make them come
to Lebanon so that they would be safe. They couldn’t
come alone, so I had to go back to Syria from Lebanon
to bring them back with me. I risked my life and it was
a very dangerous trip. Our daughters were three and a
year and a half at the time. I carried them and by the
time we fled from Aleppo, the road was already badly
damaged, and there were shelling and missiles flying
around us from all sides.

I thank God we made it to Lebanon. Despites the
challenges of living here as refugees, we owe our lives to
Lebanon, the Lebanese people, and the Lebanese state.
Here we found protection when all other countries
abandoned us. This is what we will remember, God
willing, and this is what I teach my children.

When we first came, we settled in the Beqaa valley. We
rented a small home with my mother, my wife, and our
daughters. I worked as hard as I could, day and night, as
a chauffeur, or as a construction or agriculture laborer. I
worked at anything to make ends meet and to provide
for what my children and my family needed.

Since then, our two younger children were born, and
our situation in Lebanon has remained very difficult.
We have been here for 14 years now. We were greatly
affected by the recent crises in Lebanon. The financial
crisis hit us hard. Before, we used to earn more money
and have higher purchasing power. Now, $100 a month
is no longer enough to live well. I now work more and
even harder than before, but what I get is still not
enough. There are many things we cannot afford. The
children often ask us for things we cannot provide for
them, even some food sometimes. I have been very
tired, and I have no one to help me.

In this difficult context, the education center helped my
children a lot. My wife heard about it from someone in
our community. They told us it was a great place, and that
the children received a good education there, completely
free. So, we first enrolled our older daughter. This was
seven years ago already! Since then, all our children have
been blessed to go there, and we know the manager and
the teachers very well. They are all amazing, we have
nothing but great things to say about them.

An added challenge my children and I have been going
through is that in 2019, my wife abandoned us and
moved back to Syria alone. This affected us all
immensely. I felt completely lost and desperate and I
just cried out to God for help. I struggled and raised
them alone for five years, hoping she would come
back. My mother lives with us and she has been helping
a lot of course. But nothing replaces a mother. Even we
adults need our mothers, what about children? I can’t
do it on my own, I cannot be both the father and the
mother. Our younger son is very upset with her,
because he was only two years old when she left. 

Picking flowers every morning for their teacher
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His mother abandoned him, and he doesn’t even
remember what she looks like. I waited a long time and
refused to remarry in case she came back. But after a
while, I was told that while I was still waiting for her, she
had remarried and had new children.

The teachers were very helpful during this time and took
extra care of the children, knowing about our situation.
One teacher in particular was very good and loving and I
will never forget how attached to her the children were.
Every morning before the bus would pick them up, they
would pick flowers to give to their favorite teacher.

I am deeply touched by everyone’s care at the center. I
especially appreciate that they truly don’t discriminate or
differentiate between people, no matter their religion or
ethnicity. It is unique. I was even more inspired when
the coordinator told me that her family personally
suffered a lot from the Syrian army during the war in
Lebanon. The Syrians came and destroyed her house;
there was nothing left of it. Despite this, she didn’t
respond to harm with harm. On the contrary, today she
is serving Syrian refugee like my children and myself.

My main goal today is that my children continue to
receive a good education, in the hope that they might
learn as much as possible and be able to choose their
own future. This is the most important!
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Thimar - LSESD benefits from the support of MEBO, a 501(c)(3) corporation based in Brookline, MA, in raising awareness and support among our US friends.

Sign up for THIMAR-LSESD's newsletter at

www.thimar.org/newslettersignup/

 www.thimar.org |  www.mebo.org

None of this would be possible if it
weren’t for you, our faithful partners,

friends, and loyal supporters.

In June, Thimar's Beirut Baptist School (BBS)
celebrated a beautiful milestone as Mahmoud
Akoum graduated from the SMART program—an
achievement that reflected his personal journey
and the power of inclusive education. Mahmoud’s
presence, resilience, and bright spirit reminds us all
of what is possible when we provide every student
with the support and community they need to
thrive. We are incredibly proud of everything he
has accomplished. Here is to Mahmoud, and to the
unwavering commitment to fostering a school
where every learner is celebrated and empowered. 

BBS SMART Program Class

of 2026: Mahmoud Akoum 

https://www.facebook.com/Thimar.LSESD
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	Yet, Scripture also reminds us that our response is not hatred or superiority. Our calling as followers of Christ is to love, pray for, serve, and point people toward Jesus. We pray that the Holy Spirit opens blind eyes, including our own, because no society, church, or person is immune from deception. Transformation ultimately comes through the work of the Holy Spirit.
	The Church’s role must be to spread a culture of life in the face of ideologies that lead to death. A culture that reflects God’s kingdom that is out of this world but for this world. For it is the Head of the Church who said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10).
	Jesus also challenged the violent instincts of humanity when He said: “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell you, do not resist an evil person…” (Matt 5:38-39). This is not a call for us to be passive toward injustice, but as Jesus also taught, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…” (Matt 5:43-44). This is a call to resist hatred and revenge with an active and faithful response. These are not abstract spiritual sayings. They are deeply practical commands for people who live in societies that have been and are shaped by violence and fear.
	It is easy to blame others for Lebanon’s situation: foreign powers, corrupt leaders, extremist ideologies, injustice, or regional conflicts. Certainly, all of these play a role. But as followers of Christ, we must also ask ourselves: What culture are we spreading? Are we spreading fear or hope? Hatred or reconciliation? Death or life?
	Lebanese people, including the church in Lebanon, are often called resilient, and sometimes we survive simply because we have no other choice. Yet Scripture reminds us that simply surviving is not our goal. Jesus calls us to something deeper: “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well”
	(Matt 6:33). In the Lord’s Prayer we also pray for His kingdom to come.
	So how do we live faithfully in times like these, where we are struggling between surviving, loving our enemies, and seeking God’s kingdom?
	By renewing our minds.
	The Apostle Paul writes: “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2).
	Followers of Christ are constantly called to resist becoming shaped by the fear, rage, hatred, and hopelessness surrounding them. We are called to remember that Christ rose from the dead. He sacrificed Himself for us, not by demanding others die for Him, but by giving Himself in love for the world. While we are called to carry our cross daily and follow Him, unlike what the leaders of this world do, Jesus gave Himself as the ransom. This changes everything, for his desire from us is mercy, not sacrifice. So, we each have to ask ourselves, in our own contexts, how can we be merciful and show the love of Christ in word and deed where we are?
	And so, while the buzzing of the drones continues overhead, I pray that it will not become merely a constant reminder of fear and death. Instead, may it remind the Church that, yes, “the days are evil” (Eph 5:16); therefore we must redeem the time and make the most of every opportunity God gives us: an opportunity to be merciful, to resist hatred and to love, to serve, to comfort the displaced, to speak truth, to pray for our enemies – and, through these actions and attitudes, to embody the life of Christ in places marked by death.
	Today presents an opportunity to spread a culture that celebrates life – true life found in Christ – in a world that is exhausted by death.
	Loulwa El Maalouf, Director of Partnerships
	and Organizational Development,
	Called to a New Season

	Launching a New Youth Bible Curriculum
	for Today’s World
	From Behavioral Modification to Spiritual Formation One of the central themes of the day was the distinction between behavioral modification and spiritual formation. Rather than focusing merely on changing outward behavior, Christian discipleship seeks the transformation of the heart through the work of the Holy Spirit. Haddad explained that adolescence is a unique developmental season. Because the frontal cortex continues developing well into early adulthood, teenagers often experience emotions intensely before they are able to process situations with mature reasoning. This reality calls for patience, wisdom, and grace from those who disciple them.
	Some young people need us to speak to their hearts. Others need us to engage their minds. Effective discipleship requires both compassion and discernment.
	Living Faithfully in a Digital Babylon A recurring image throughout the training was that of “Digital Babylon.” Today’s youth are surrounded by an environment saturated with technology, constant connectivity, competing worldviews, and endless digital voices. Rather than retreating from this reality, the Church must prepare young people to live faithfully within it.
	The conversation naturally extended to the rise of Artificial Intelligence. While AI offers remarkable opportunities, Haddad reminded participants that it is ultimately a tool that amplifies what already exists. Technology itself is not neutral in its effects. It can strengthen wisdom or amplify deception.
	In an age where information is abundant and attention spans continue to shrink, young people need more than access to knowledge; they need well-formed consciences capable of discerning truth from subjective realities. AI can easily give sophisticated language to false ideas, making discernment more necessary than ever. The Church’s task, therefore, is not simply to provide information but to cultivate biblical wisdom so that young people are not carried away by alternate truths.
	Ministering in the Post-Truth Era The training also explored the realities of what many describe as the post-truth era: a culture where feelings increasingly become the final authority and objective truth is often questioned. When feelings replace truth as the ultimate reference point, identity becomes unstable, belonging becomes measured by appearance and popularity, and relationships risk becoming numerical rather than deeply personal.
	Haddad highlighted the connection many studies have found between heavy social media consumption, anxiety, depression, and loneliness. Ironically, while today’s generation has unprecedented digital connectedness, many young people feel profoundly unknown. The curriculum responds to these realities by continually directing students back to the unchanging truths of Scripture and the secure identity found in Christ. As participants reflected together, one powerful observation emerged: if our origin is viewed as accidental, our destiny inevitably becomes uncertain and fearful. But when young people understand that they are intentionally created by God and called according to His purposes, they discover hope, direction, and confidence.
	Redeeming the Time Another major emphasis came from Paul’s exhortation to make the best use of the time because the days are evil. Young people were never created merely to consume content or chase temporary happiness. Scripture teaches that we are created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand for us to walk in.
	True happiness, Haddad explained, is not found in endless self-gratification but in discovering and living out God’s calling. Rather than simply asking how to make teenagers happy, Christian leaders are called to help them align their desires with God’s purposes for their lives.
	Preparing Hearts Before Lessons The day concluded with a reminder that effective teaching begins long before entering the classroom. Curriculum matters. Sound theology matters. Good teaching methods matter. Yet above all, God works through leaders whose own hearts have first been prepared in prayer. The greatest lesson students receive is not merely the material that is taught but the life of the one who teaches it.
	As participants left equipped with new resources, practical tools, and renewed vision, there was a shared sense that this curriculum is far more than another educational resource. It is a strategic investment in the next generation, helping young people understand where they come from, where they are going, and how to live faithfully for Christ in the challenging years in between.
	Through this partnership between Salt & Light and Dar Manhal al Hayat, the prayer is that churches across Lebanon will be increasingly equipped to raise not merely knowledgeable young adults, but faithful disciples and courageous leaders of conscience for the glory of God.
	Picking flowers every morning for their teacher
	My name is Firas and I am from Aleppo, Syria. I have three children who attend the church’s education center: my daughters who are 14 and 10 years old, and my son who is 9. I also have an older daughter who is 16. She used to go to the center, but she now lives in Beirut with her grandmother.
	I first came to Lebanon as a young man to work. I was twenty years old when I first came here, and I would come and go between here and Syria. It was long before the war. During this time, I got married and my wife and I had our two older daughters in Syria.
	Right after the war started in Syria, things got scary really fast and my family told me to make them come to Lebanon so that they would be safe. They couldn’t come alone, so I had to go back to Syria from Lebanon to bring them back with me. I risked my life and it was a very dangerous trip. Our daughters were three and a year and a half at the time. I carried them and by the time we fled from Aleppo, the road was already badly damaged, and there were shelling and missiles flying around us from all sides.
	I thank God we made it to Lebanon. Despites the challenges of living here as refugees, we owe our lives to Lebanon, the Lebanese people, and the Lebanese state. Here we found protection when all other countries abandoned us. This is what we will remember, God willing, and this is what I teach my children.
	Since then, our two younger children were born, and our situation in Lebanon has remained very difficult. We have been here for 14 years now. We were greatly affected by the recent crises in Lebanon. The financial crisis hit us hard. Before, we used to earn more money and have higher purchasing power. Now, $100 a month is no longer enough to live well. I now work more and even harder than before, but what I get is still not enough. There are many things we cannot afford. The children often ask us for things we cannot provide for them, even some food sometimes. I have been very tired, and I have no one to help me.
	I am deeply touched by everyone’s care at the center. I especially appreciate that they truly don’t discriminate or differentiate between people, no matter their religion or ethnicity. It is unique. I was even more inspired when the coordinator told me that her family personally suffered a lot from the Syrian army during the war in Lebanon. The Syrians came and destroyed her house; there was nothing left of it. Despite this, she didn’t respond to harm with harm. On the contrary, today she is serving Syrian refugee like my children and myself.
	My main goal today is that my children continue to receive a good education, in the hope that they might learn as much as possible and be able to choose their own future. This is the most important!
	BBS SMART Program Class of 2026: Mahmoud Akoum
	In June, Thimar's Beirut Baptist School (BBS) celebrated a beautiful milestone as Mahmoud Akoum graduated from the SMART program—an achievement that reflected his personal journey and the power of inclusive education. Mahmoud’s presence, resilience, and bright spirit reminds us all of what is possible when we provide every student with the support and community they need to thrive. We are incredibly proud of everything he has accomplished. Here is to Mahmoud, and to the unwavering commitment to fostering a school where every learner is celebrated and empowered.
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