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EDITORIAL

Joy in hardship

In early September, one of our international partners
delivered an encouraging message at our weekly
morning chapel. Speaking from 2 Corinthians 6, he
reminded us of our calling to be joyful in every
circumstance, especially the hard ones.

The past several years have given people in Lebanon
plenty of reasons to be bitter, angry, and resentful.
What is there to rejoice in as your country and life fall
apart? Without Christ, not much.

In his letter to the church in Corinth, a city in ancient
Greece, the Apostle Paul wrote of the great affliction he
faced in carrying out his ministry: Dbeatings,
imprisonment, riots, labor, hunger, sleepless nights —
the list is long. Yet he contrasts these hardships with
fruits of the Holy Spirit, with endurance and strength
given to him “by the power of God”. Though grieving,
he was always rejoicing; though poor, he enriched
many; though having nothing, he possessed
everything.

Paul’s joy didn’t come from earthly riches. He wasn’t
satisfied by appeasing his flesh. To the contrary, he
rejected them both, bringing upon himself physical
suffering. To the average person, such a life might
seem miserable and insane. But for Paul, it was just the
opposite. He looked beyond his immediate, earthly
suffering and saw instead the eternal, heavenly
purpose of the path he walked. He gave everything for
the Gospel. He was imprisoned for his faith and,
according to church tradition, ultimately beheaded.

We walk our own journey here in Lebanon and the
wider Middle East. Though unique in its own way, it
entails its own long list of hardships and difficulties.
But like Paul, there is strength, comfort, and joy to be
found in the love of our Father.



A new school year, despite the challe
By Ghinwa ARiRi

Editor’s Note: This article was originally published on the news page of MERATH Lebanon

In Lebanon, MERATH-supported education centers are
welcoming children back to school while navigating
displacement, rising costs and the lingering effects of
recent conflicts.

Ready for a new academic year

At one of MERATH’s education centers in Lebanon,
located in the Beqaa Valley, students stepped off the
buses, excited to have arrived for another day of
school. It was only their second day of the new school
year. With their backpacks on, they lined up by grade
level before heading to their classrooms with their
peers and teachers.

The center operates two shifts each day because of
limited space. This year, enrollment has increased
compared with previous years, with 180 students from
Syrian refugee families attending the center and
additional children on the waiting list. While around 10
families have left the center since last year, either
returning to Syria or relocating elsewhere in Lebanon,
new students have joined. Milad Haddad, pastor of the
local partner church that runs the center, shared with
us:

“The students are really excited. They returned with an
extra burst of energy. We spent the first day helping
them calm down and get settled, then divided them into
their classrooms.”

Last year, the start of the school year looked very
different for the center. The war had already begun
when classes opened. The school year started late, and
there were days when students and teachers could hear
bombing or the surveillance drone overhead.

“This year things are going well so far. But the biggest
challenge is keeping the center open without having to
close it, because here in the Begaa, we're vulnerable to
shelling when the situation escalates.” Pastor Milad says.

The church has been running the education center for
nearly a decade. The idea began when church members
visited nearby refugee camps and saw children
spending their days outside, playing in the dirt. Some
were barefoot and exposed to the cold. Today, children
from different age groups attend the center, divided
into classes according to their academic level. They
study Arabic, English, mathematics and science.

Much more than just academics

But the pastor sees the purpose of the school as going
beyond academic learning, as the way the children
are taught and treated in the center brings about the
best in them:

“They'’re learning ethics and good manners, their
personalities are changing, and their parents are
noticing a huge difference.We love them, we teach
them, and we respect them. Here, every child feels that
he is a human being with dignity, and the kids have
been wonderful.”

The same emphasis on care extends to the children’s
emotional well-being. Alongside their academic lessons,
students take part in social and emotional learning
sessions and have access to a full-time psychologist.

Over time, Nidale, the center’s psychologist, has seen
students become more comfortable talking to her and
trusting her. Nidale also works alongside teachers to
better understand students’ behavior and respond to
their concerns, while supporting and encouraging
them as they navigate the challenges of the school year.
She also holds awareness sessions for parents, helping
them support their children.

“We’re seeing great results. Especially, the students are
finding a space to express themselves, and when
they’re upset, they can talk about it. When the parents
and I collaborate, we see the difference in the child,
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n his behavior, his school performance, or his well-
being. We start to see his smile again, and that’s
something wonderful,” Nidale says.

A wider education effort in a country still in crisis

This project is part of a wider education effort.
MERATH currently supports six education centers
across Lebanon, serving Syrian refugee and vulnerable
Lebanese children through local partners. The other
five projects work in similar ways, combining
education with other ways of caring for children and
their families.

The need for that support comes after years of
disruption to Lebanon’s education system. The
economic crisis, the COVID-19 pandemic and years of
conflict have made it difficult for children to maintain a
steady education. Since fighting between Hezbollah and
Israel escalated in October 2023, families have faced
repeated displacement and interruptions to their daily
lives. During the escalation in late 2024, an estimated
one million people were internally displaced. In March
2026, renewed hostilities displaced more than 1.1 million
people, including more than 390,000 children, with
many families forced to leave their homes for the
second, third or even fourth time. Schools have also
been affected, with 340 schools damaged or destroyed,
while others have been closed or used as shelters,
further interrupting children’s learning.

For children, each disruption can mean time away
from school and another break in the routines that help
them learn.

As the 2026-2027 school year begins, UNICEF warned
that at least 100,000 Lebanese students could be unable
to attend school if schools damaged during the war
were not urgently rehabilitated before the start of the
academic year. At the same time, the 2026 Lebanon
Response Plan estimates that around 60 percent of
displaced Syrian children in Lebanon will remain out
of school, with only around 10 percent expected to
benefit from non-formal education.

The need for holistic support

For vulnerable families in Lebanon, however, access
to education is only part of the challenge. Rising
costs are putting additional pressure on households
already struggling to meet their basic needs. Pastor
Milad shared:

“The fuel prices have exploded. Food prices are rising
too. Meat, chicken, everything is getting more
expensive. There’s definitely a major crisis. If we do not
support families of children enrolled at the center, they
might have to send their kids to work, and we don’t
want that to happen.”

Last year, the church tried its best to support
families throughout the year. Milad says this helped
all the students remain at the center until the end of
the school year.

For the church, the education center is another way to
remain close to the community and walk alongside
families through difficult and uncertain times, caring
for the children’s physical, emotional, and spiritual
well-being. As another year begins, the church
continues to serve the children, entrusting them and
everything else in God’s hands.
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The Apostle Paul and the Promised Lan

By Dustin Ellington

Editor’s Note: This article was originally published on the blog page of Arab Baﬁti;t Theofogiéal Semi-nary_

It can be stressful and confusing to live in Lebanon with the
ongoing fighting between Israel and Hezbollah. The
situation is full of complex realities which I will not pretend
to address here. Instead, I want to deal responsibly with
one issue that lies underneath a lot of what’s happening in
Lebanon and the region: how Christians read the Bible with
respect to the promised land.

First, a little background: The promise and gift of the land
are central in the Old Testament. It was not simply territory
but the place where Israel would live as God’s covenant
people in his presence. God brought Israel out of slavery
and into the land so that they might live under his rule,
worship him, and bear witness to him among the nations.

But how do we interpret the promise after Jesus’ death
and resurrection, once the church expands to include the
gentiles, and the New Testament is written?

Let me grant that such questions of interpretation are
complicated, and at the risk of oversimplification, let me
describe the issue in terms of two main options: Should
we read Old Testament promises regarding the land as
they are, receiving them in a literal, plain-sense way, as
many believers do who move directly from the Old
Testament to modern territorial claims? Or should we
take cues from the writers of the New Testament and
interpret these promises christologically, as fulfilled in
Christ, which leads in a different direction?

To be clear, these options are not about taking Jesus Christ
seriously or not; believers with very different
perspectives on this issue are serious followers of Jesus.
I'm asking: Do we take the Old Testament’s promises
about the land at face value, or do we handle them in the
way that the New Testament tends to approach them?
This blog explores the second option.

Let's begin by recognizing that almost all Christians
today are not Jewish and therefore would not be
naturally reading the Tanakh (the Hebrew scriptures)
apart from our Christian faith. We receive what we call
the Old Testament as God’s word to us because of our
faith in Jesus Christ. He is our connection to the Hebrew
scriptures. For those who wrote the New Testament to
teach early Christians, the reality that gentile believers’
connection with the Old Testament is only through Jesus
Christ has profound effects when it comes to reading the
Old Testament’s promises.

To keep this blog brief, instead of offering a survey of
the New Testament as whole, I will focus on Paul the
apostle. This will allow us to go deeper into the thought
of a key New Testament writer than just quoting Bible
verses as proof texts from here and there.

Paul claimed, “For no matter how many promises God
has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ” (2 Cor. 1:20 NIV). This
statement sums up Paul’s approach: he understood that
God’s promises in the Old Testament are faithfully
fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

What could Paul have meant by this statement in 2
Corinthians? He gives us clues. Though Jesus and his
first disciples were Jews, Paul was mainly writing to
gentile Christians living in ancient Corinth when he
spoke those words. He also says “we” (gentile Christians
like the Corinthians) now “have these promises” (2 Cor
7:1). Paul is identifying these believers in Jesus Christ as
the (new) temple of God (2 Cor 6:16; see Zech 2:10-11 and
Is 56:3-8 for Paul’s possible basis). But the claim is
broader than that. He also calls the ancestors in the Old
Testament “our fathers” (1 Cor 10:1); that is, Paul teaches
gentile believers that, through Christ, they have become
heirs of Israel’s scriptures and God’s promises.
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Yet it’s not as though Paul concludes that the promised
land belongs to Christians.

In fact, despite the presence of 13 letters in the New
Testament bearing Paul’s name, we find him making no
mention of the promise of the land. This silence is very loud.

Some say Paul doesn’t mention the promised land
because he assumes the Old Testament already says
what needs to be said. That’s highly unlikely, because
Paul gives us clues that he re-interprets the plain-sense
meaning of the Old Testament’s promise of the land.

Paul says in Romans 4:13 that God promised “Abraham and
his offspring that he would be heir of the world (kosmos)”.

The Old Testament teaches that God gave Abraham the
land of Israel and that his descendants would inherit
that land. But Paul’s insertion of “kosmos” where we
would expect “land” signals why Paul demonstrates
relatively little concern for the land of Israel. Paul’s
belief about the promise has turned from a particular
piece of land to the whole world, in line with the part of
the promise saying that God would bless the nations
(gentiles) through Abraham (Gen 12:3; 18:18; 22:18).

Thus, we find evidence in Paul’s letters that he’s trying
to make his way to Rome, the center of the known
world at that time, for the sake of spreading the gospel
from there. Paul’s letters, and the New Testament as a
whole, tend to decenter ancient Jerusalem and the land
of Israel, even while affirming that the Christian faith is
rooted in ancient Israel and the Old Testament.

And in Romans 15:5-12, Paul grounds his call to take the
gospel to the gentiles in a wide variety of Israel’s
scriptures — Deuteronomy, the Psalms, and Isaiah. The
universal mission to the gentiles arises from the Old
Testament. So we see Paul's reading of Israel’s
scriptures through Christ is layered; he takes some
elements rather straightforwardly, such as prophetic
vision for the gentiles, while other aspects he interprets
in a more spiritual or figurative way.

Paul’s letter to the Galatians affirms God’s promise to
Abraham but features Paul re-interpreting the promise
to Abraham’s “offspring” as singular, identifying the
one offspring as Christ (Gal 3:16). Paul makes no
mention of the land, but instead “the promise of the
Spirit” (3:14, NIV). We who put faith in Jesus receive the
Holy Spirit and “sonship”; we become God’s children
and heirs (3:26). So, Paul uses inheritance language for
his gentile Christian readers, telling them they are
children of Abraham, children and heirs of the promise
through faith in Jesus Christ (3:29).

Paul affirms something similar in Romans 8 when he
states that believers are joint heirs with Christ (verse
17). And instead of mentioning the land, he maintains
that all of creation will be liberated (8:19-23). Again, we
see Paul’s move from the Old Testament’s promise of a
particular piece of land to a vision for the whole world
(see Is 65:17 for Paul’s possible basis).

Yet Paul also displays deep concern for his fellow Jews.
Romans 9 to 11 is a famously complex text where Paul
affirms God’s faithfulness to the Jews. Paul even says
God’s calling and gifts to them are irrevocable (11:29),
which is probably the saying which Christian Zionist
interpreters rely on the most in Paul’s letters, though
the land itself is notably absent from Romans 9 to 1L
This long passage helps us realize that it is not that Paul
believes the increasingly gentile church has displaced
the people of Israel. It is not that God’s promises to
Israel have failed or been voided.

The reality is not displacement but continuity and
exponential enlargement into one people, Jew and
gentile worshiping God together as one Israel
throughout the world (Rom 10:18), like one great olive
tree into which new branches (gentile believers) have
been grafted (11:12, 15; 11:17-23). Paul also leaves us with
a mystery because he says, “all Israel will be saved”
(11:26). There’s debate about whether this verse means
the whole community of Jews and Gentiles together
who believe, or solely ethnic Israel as an entity. Paul
does not provide details for how or when this salvation
will happen, but he recognizes this event as part of
God’s faithfulness to the Jews, even as he maintains in
the larger context that it is all who call upon the Lord
Jesus who will be saved (10:9, 13; 11:23).

If we wanted to explain Paul’s position on the promised
land further, we could explore the church as the body
of Christ and the locus of God’s presence on earth,
apparently in place of the temple and the land (Rom
12:5; 1 Cor 3:16; 12:27; Eph 3:6; 4:12). Paul identifies the
bodies of believers (mostly gentile in the context to
which Paul writes) as the new place of God’s dwelling
through the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:15, 19). It is a similar
way of thinking that leads Jesus to say to a Samaritan
woman, “The hour is coming when neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the
Father” (John 4:21). Why is that? Because the coming of
Jesus and his death and resurrection relativize and
dramatically decrease the importance of Jerusalem and
Israel’s land. For Paul, these physical spaces are no
longer the location of God’s presence.



The New Testament, while rooting its teaching in the
Old Testament, gives little (or no) priority to a
particular piece of land for God’s people. Instead, the
New Testament sets believers’ sights on the whole
world. The promised land is not denied; it is expanded
to include the rest of the world, to which the gospel
message and Christ’s presence must go (Rom 15:19-23; 2
Cor 5:19; Gal 3:8).

My goal here is not to pretend to address all that might
shape Christians’ differing views of supporting the
modern state of Israel. And many other issues are
relevant when interpreting the promised land, such as:
What does accountability mean in relation to the land?
What are the biblical boundaries of the land? Who is
Israel? How does the rest of the New Testament,
beyond Paul’s letters, handle the promise of the land?
I've only tried to raise questions and plant seeds so that
believers will pause and realize that evidence from Paul
points toward a different understanding of the promise
than that promoted by those who take the approach of
a literal fulfilment of the Old Testament’s promise of
the land. The writers of the New Testament read the
Old Testament’s promise about the land through their
experience of the risen Christ, which leads them
toward a different way of receiving the Old
Testament’s promises.

I invite fellow believers to consider guidance from Paul
and other writers of the New Testament as we interpret
the promises about the land found in the Old
Testament. In the least, perhaps this blog can help
Christians who take the promises of the land literally to
understand one important reason why many fellow
Christians don’t hold the same view or have the same
priority. A responsible Christian approach to modern
Israel needs to take into consideration how the New
Testament interprets the promises about the land
found in the Old Testament. Doing so may help us
avoid transferring biblical promises automatically and
uncritically into political claims about the modern state
of Israel. Avoiding the latter can ultimately lead to
policies and a region that’s more just, and may even
make the gospel message more credible.



A Summer of Renewal
By Simona El Haddad and Philip ARiRi

This summer, Thimar’s church discipleship ministry
Salt & Light hosted family conferences and children's
camps across Lebanon in collaboration with local
church partners. More than 400 children, teens, and
families took part. After another difficult winter
marked by war, these camps and conferences provided
Salt & Light the opportunity to walk alongside churches
and offer spaces for people to come together for a time
of needed rest and renewal. We rejoiced in witnessing
attendees grow in their relationship with God and saw
Psalm 118:15 come to life: "The Lord's right hand has
done mighty things!" Psalm 118:15

Family Conferences
As part of its mission, Salt & Light supports two church
plants in Lebanon.

Each year, these churches host a three-day family
conference that families eagerly look forward to
attending. A visiting preacher noted just how much
these conferences mean to attendees. For some, the
conferences remind them of when they chose to follow
Jesus. For others, they're a reminder of their baptism or
when they chose to draw closer to the Lord.

One of the conferences welcomed 79 people and
featured sessions on spiritual revival, the obstacles we
face, and what it means to serve the Lord more fully.

One of the attendees was Sirine*. In the months leading
up to the conference, she struggled with doubt,
wondering if God really heard her prayers. She hadn’t
told anyone about her doubts — not even her pastor.

During the conference, a guest speaker spoke about his
own testimony of transformation. As Sirine listened,
something shifted inside her. Afterwards, she spoke
with her pastor. She said she finally had a clear,
personal encounter with Christ, and she left with a
sense that God was calling her to evangelize and do
great things for Him.

During the last session, there was time for sharing
testimonies and prayers. A woman cried while talking
about how God spoke to her through the story of
Jonah. She said that sometimes we choose a different
path for our lives, one far from His will. We run away,
but God, by His grace, redirects us. Scripture led her to
a deeper understanding of God’s will for her life.
Several other people also shared their testimonies, each
one providing a small window into how God worked
that week.

At the other conference, 62 people gathered under the
theme "The Need for One".

During a session, one guest speaker delivered
encouraging remarks to the congregation.

"I have spoken in churches that have existed for years,
and each time I visit them, they are still the same, the
same songs and the same people,” he said. “But when I
visit this church, I cannot help but notice the growth
and change. I see new faces every time."

One of the attendees also shared about the impact the
conference had on them.

"Some years ago, my pastor invited me to church, and I
heard things I had never heard before,” the attendee
said. “Soon after, I experienced the Lord's salvation.
During this conference, I realized how much the Lord
has been working in my life and helping me grow in
holiness. My prayer is that, just as He changed my life,
He will also use me to bring change and hope in others."

Children and Teen Camps

Alongside these two church plants, Salt & Light also
supports churches with children and youth ministries.
Throughout the year, Salt & Light hosts training
workshops for churches, which culminated this
summer with a season of camps and day programs.



One of the programs focused on bullying and kindness.
Leaders divided children into five small groups. They
moved joyfully from one station to another, learning
how to pray, memorizing Bible verses, listening to the
story of Paul and Silas in prison, enjoying outdoor
games and painting, and making DIY bracelets.

During one discussion, a child shared that someone
had once called him ugly. Those words stayed with
him. But then a leader reminded him that he is loved
and seen by God. Other children also shared
encouragement, telling him that he is handsome and
kind. Such kindness lifted the child’s spirit. Throughout
the day, he played with confidence and energy,
showing renewed joy and self-worth. The children
showed similar warmth to a child with autism, helping
him feel accepted and cared for.

At another camp, a group of Syrian refugee children
found respite from their daily worries. Under the
theme of “Love Others,” they joined children in games,
laughter, and simple lessons about caring for one
another.

The highlight of the summer was “Steady,” a four-day
camp where 100 teens from 30 local churches came
together to learn how to build their lives on a solid
foundation. One boy, who had never attended such a
camp before, came carrying quiet questions about who
he was and where he belonged. He later said he felt
truly seen. Though he didn’t usually attend church, and
had no way to get there, he showed up the following
Sunday. When his camp leader spoke about the week,
he stood up in front of the congregation to share how
much it had meant to him.

A girl at the same camp had been quietly wrestling with
a decision about changing schools, unsure if she could
hear God’s answer. After a session on prayer and
decision-making, she approached her leader with a
smile of relief. She said she finally had the peace she
had been looking for. She hadn’t realized, until then,
that God could speak into moments like this.



How SKILD Center
IS turning inclusion

from a promise into
a daily practice in Lebanon

By Vahan Saghdejian

Editor’s Note: This article was originally published on the blog page of SKILD Center

At the heart of a truly inclusive society lies a simple
truth: every child’s mind matters, and every child’s
hands have the power to create.

In Lebanon, that truth is harder to live out than it is to
say. Instability, stretched resources, and long-standing
assumptions about what a “good student” looks like
shape our classrooms far more than we like to admit.
Children who learn differently have too often been
sorted quietly toward the edges of the room — present,
but not reached.

That is the gap SKILD was built to close.

A center that started in a classroom

SKILD Smart Kids with Individual Learning
Differences — did not begin as an idea in a boardroom.
It began inside the classrooms of Beirut Baptist School,
where educators kept meeting the same child: bright,
capable, and steadily convinced they were failing.
There was no assessment to explain what was
happening, no clear path forward, and no one to tell
the family what to do next.

The work quickly outgrew the school walls. Since its
founding, SKILD has become a national resource,
offering clinical assessments, therapeutic intervention,
family support, teacher training, and advocacy for
students with learning difficulties, Autism, ADHD, and
developmental delays.

But expertise that stays inside a center can only reach
so far. The real test of inclusion is not what happens in
an assessment room. It is what happens on an ordinary
Tuesday, in an ordinary classroom, when a student
who processes the world differently walks in.

Which is why the story has come full circle.

Back where it started, stronger

Today, under the THIMAR-LSESD umbrella, SKILD
and the SMART Program at Beirut Baptist School
operate as two arms of a single mission. SKILD
identifies, assesses, equips, and advocates. SMART is
where that expertise becomes daily practice — a
workshop, an art table, a kitchen, a sewing machine.

Together they form something more valuable than a set
of services: a holistic ecosystem in which support leads
to success, and inclusion stops being a policy statement
and becomes a room a child actually walks into.

What gets built every single day

Walk into that room and you will not see students
being managed. You will see students discovering their
strengths through practical pathways.

A student who cannot hold focus in a traditional lesson
finds rhythm in cross stitch. A teenager who rarely
speaks finds a voice through painting. A child who has
spent years hearing you can’'t discovers, with
something in their hands and something finished in
front of them, that they can.

The pathways are intentional and skill-based:

¢ Candle making

¢ Cooking and baking

e Ornament creation

e Drawing and painting

e Craftwork and design

e Textile work and sewing

These are not filler activities to round out a timetable.
They are structured learning environments that build
fine motor control, planning, sequencing, creativity,
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and perseverance — the same underlying skills a
clinician works on in a therapy room, reached through
a different door. And they produce something a
worksheet never will: a finished object a student can
hold up, display, sell, or give away.

Seeing the whole human

SKILD’s approach has never separated academic
learning from emotional wellbeing, because no student
can thrive academically while feeling defeated and
unseen. The work stands on three interconnected
pillars.

Academic excellence through diverse pathways.
Instruction is rigorous, but flexible. Lessons are
adapted to how each student actually processes
information. When learning attaches to a meaningful
project, literacy and communication grow alongside it
rather than in spite of it.

Mental and emotional wellbeing. Many students arrive
carrying academic trauma: years of repeated messages
of failure, and a private conviction that they are
different in some disqualifying way. Through
structured creativity, mentorship, and community, that
conviction is dismantled and rebuilt. Mental health is
not an add-on to the program. It is the ground the
program stands on.

Vocational mastery and real-world skills. Students
build competencies that hold value beyond the school
gate: sewing and embroidery, baking and food
preparation, product design, applied arts and crafts.
The goal is independence rather than dependence,
contribution rather than waiting.

Academic skill, emotional health, and vocational
mastery together produce something none of them can
produce alone: a young person equipped for life.

Why this matters here, and now

For too long, the message in this country has been
unmistakable. If you do not fit the standard academic
mold, you are a problem to be managed.

Students who learn differently have been sidelined
rather than supported. That is unjust on its own terms.
It is also a straightforward waste of national potential
— and Lebanon, in the work of rebuilding itself, can
afford that less than almost anywhere.

Inclusion is not charity. Inclusion is not pity. Inclusion
is strength.

A callto all of us

SKILD has never claimed to be the whole answer. What
this work offers is proof — that inclusive education
functions when it is intentional, structured, and rooted
in dignity rather than goodwill alone.

So the invitation goes out.

To schools across Lebanon: build practical pathways
that honor the full range of how students learn, and do
not wait for a mandate to begin.

To families: advocate. Ask for assessment, ask for
accommodation, and ask again. Your child’s profile is
information, not a verdict.

To educators: hold on to the belief that every student
deserves an education that starts from their strengths.



Launching the NICOT
& NICNT Commentaries in Arabic

By Marian Choueifati

On September 22, Dar Manhal al Hayat (DMAH) and the
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary (ABTS) celebrated
an important milestone for Arabic theological
publishing: the launch of five volumes from the NICOT
and NICNT commentary series in Arabic.

Held during the Middle East Consultation (MEC) hosted
by ABTS, the event introduced the Arabic editions of
commentaries on Genesis (Parts 1 and 2), Psalms,
Galatians, and Ephesians. Originally published in
English by Eerdmans, these internationally respected
commentary series are being made available in Arabic
through a major translation and publishing initiative
undertaken by DMAH and ABTS.

Yet the evening was about much more than launching
five books. Through the perspectives of publishers,
theologians, scholars, and church leaders, one question
remained at the heart of the gathering: How can serious
biblical scholarship help the Arabic-speaking Church
engage more deeply and faithfully with the Word of
God?

Opening Our Eyes to the Richness of Scripture

Dr. Sandra El Hajj Baz, Publishing and Communications
Director at Dar Manhal al Hayat, opened the evening
with the words of Psalm 119:18:

“Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out
of your law.”

This verse is the posture with which every believer is
invited to approach Scripture: with humility, longing,
and a desire for God to open our eyes to the richness
and treasures of His Word. Understanding the Bible is
not merely an intellectual or academic exercise. It
begins with the illumination of the Holy Spirit and
leads to a deeper knowledge of God and to lives and
ministries increasingly shaped by His Word. It is within
this context that reliable biblical commentaries have an
important role to play. They do not replace Scripture;

rather, they help us read Scripture attentively,
understand its context and meaning, and apply it
faithfully in our lives and churches.

This conviction lies behind DMAH's partnership with
ABTS to translate and publish the NICOT and NICNT
series in Arabic. The project has brought together
translators, editors, reviewers, scholars, and ministry
teams across Lebanon, Jordan, and Egypt, along with
partners who have invested in the vision of making
high-quality biblical scholarship accessible to the
Arabic-speaking Church.

Building Bridges for the Church
Wissam Nasrallah, President of ABTS, described the
initiative through the image of a bridge.

First, it creates a bridge between academic scholarship
and the ministry of the local church. Biblical
scholarship should not remain confined to seminaries
and classrooms. It should strengthen preaching,
discipleship, youth ministry, theological education, and
the everyday ministry of the Church.

Second, the project builds a bridge between the Arab
Church and the global Church. The Arabic-speaking
Church has much to receive from the scholarship and
experience of Christians around the world, but it also
has perspectives, questions, and experiences of its own
to contribute.

Finally, it is a bridge between generations. Today's
pastors, theologians, publishers, and ministry leaders
stand on foundations laid by those who came before
them. They now carry the responsibility of investing in
those who will come after them and providing the next
generation with an even stronger foundation.




For this reason, this initiative is bigger than any one
person or institution. It does not ultimately belong to
DMAH or ABTS; it exists to serve the Church. And the
vision extends beyond translating existing scholarship.
It is also part of a larger hope to encourage the
development of new Arabic resources that emerge
from our region, engage our questions, and allow the
voice of the Arab Church to contribute to the wider
global Church.

“This is not the end of a project, but the beginning of
new growth,” said Nasrallah.

A Treasure of Biblical Scholarship in Arabic

Dr. Wajih Youssef, Editor-in-Chief of the Arabic
NICOT/NICNT project, spoke of the privilege of
participating in such an extensive undertaking.

At the heart of his reflection was a simple conviction:
the Church needs the Word of God. These
commentaries place in the hands of pastors, teachers,
and theological students a detailed and faithful
resource for studying Scripture. The series engages
closely with the original biblical texts and explores
their historical, linguistic, cultural, and theological
dimensions. It does not shy away from difficult
passages or challenging interpretive questions and
offers readers a rich body of references for further
study.

Youssef also highlighted the significance of the project
in light of the limited number of comprehensive and
reliable biblical commentaries available in Arabic. The
publication of NICOT and NICNT therefore represents
more than translating another collection of books; it
helps address a longstanding need within the Arabic
theological library.

Yet for Youssef, the work was never merely academic.
He shared that while working on the project, he
frequently found himself stopping and simply saying,
“Glory be to God.” The deeper he entered into the
biblical text, the more scholarship led him back to
worship.

Rooted in the Word

Dr. Walid Zailaa, Academic Dean of ABTS, reflected on
why access to Scripture must be accompanied by
careful interpretation. While the Bible is far more
widely available today than it once was, readers still
need faithful resources that help them understand its
richness and meaning.

Drawing from Psalm 1, he focused on the image of the
tree planted by streams of water, which “yields its fruit
in its season.” Our understanding of success can easily
be shaped by speed, visibility, and immediate results.
Scripture offers a different picture. A tree that is not
visibly bearing fruit at a particular moment is not
necessarily failing to grow. There is a season for fruit,
and there is a season for waiting. What matters is
where the tree is rooted. In the same way, the Church
needs deep roots in God's Word. Growth is not simply
about how quickly results appear, but about what God
is forming along the way.

Strong Roots for a Growing Church

This theme became especially significant as the
speakers considered whether resources of this depth
could benefit not only seminaries and established
churches, but also house churches and Christian
communities with limited access to formal theological
education. The answer returned to the same
foundation: the Church grows as it drinks deeply from
the living water of God's Word. In a ministry culture
that can sometimes place great emphasis on rapid
multiplication, the launch offered an important
reminder that healthy growth also requires depth.
Churches that will endure and faithfully serve future
generations need strong roots.

The Arabic NICOT and NICNT project is therefore an
investment not simply in books, but in pastors,
students, teachers, ministry leaders, churches, and
generations still to come. The launch of these first five
volumes is not the conclusion of the work, but another
step in a much longer journey.

“This is not the end of a project, but the beginning of
new growth,” said Nasrallah. “Our prayer is that these
resources will be opened and read, reaching
classrooms and pulpits so that Christ may be served
more faithfully.”
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	Yet it’s not as though Paul concludes that the promised land belongs to Christians.
	In fact, despite the presence of 13 letters in the New Testament bearing Paul’s name, we find him making no mention of the promise of the land. This silence is very loud.
	Some say Paul doesn’t mention the promised land because he assumes the Old Testament already says what needs to be said. That’s highly unlikely, because Paul gives us clues that he re-interprets the plain-sense meaning of the Old Testament’s promise of the land.
	Paul says in Romans 4:13 that God promised “Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world (kosmos)”.
	The Old Testament teaches that God gave Abraham the land of Israel and that his descendants would inherit that land. But Paul’s insertion of “kosmos” where we would expect “land” signals why Paul demonstrates relatively little concern for the land of Israel. Paul’s belief about the promise has turned from a particular piece of land to the whole world, in line with the part of the promise saying that God would bless the nations (gentiles) through Abraham (Gen 12:3; 18:18; 22:18).
	Thus, we find evidence in Paul’s letters that he’s trying to make his way to Rome, the center of the known world at that time, for the sake of spreading the gospel from there. Paul’s letters, and the New Testament as a whole, tend to decenter ancient Jerusalem and the land of Israel, even while affirming that the Christian faith is rooted in ancient Israel and the Old Testament.
	And in Romans 15:5-12, Paul grounds his call to take the gospel to the gentiles in a wide variety of Israel’s scriptures – Deuteronomy, the Psalms, and Isaiah. The universal mission to the gentiles arises from the Old Testament. So we see Paul’s reading of Israel’s scriptures through Christ is layered; he takes some elements rather straightforwardly, such as prophetic vision for the gentiles, while other aspects he interprets in a more spiritual or figurative way.
	Paul’s letter to the Galatians affirms God’s promise to Abraham but features Paul re-interpreting the promise to Abraham’s “offspring” as singular, identifying the one offspring as Christ (Gal 3:16). Paul makes no mention of the land, but instead “the promise of the Spirit” (3:14, NIV). We who put faith in Jesus receive the Holy Spirit and “sonship”; we become God’s children and heirs (3:26). So, Paul uses inheritance language for his gentile Christian readers, telling them they are children of Abraham, children and heirs of the promise through faith in Jesus Christ (3:29).
	Paul affirms something similar in Romans 8 when he states that believers are joint heirs with Christ (verse 17). And instead of mentioning the land, he maintains that all of creation will be liberated (8:19-23). Again, we see Paul’s move from the Old Testament’s promise of a particular piece of land to a vision for the whole world (see Is 65:17 for Paul’s possible basis).
	Yet Paul also displays deep concern for his fellow Jews. Romans 9 to 11 is a famously complex text where Paul affirms God’s faithfulness to the Jews. Paul even says God’s calling and gifts to them are irrevocable (11:29), which is probably the saying which Christian Zionist interpreters rely on the most in Paul’s letters, though the land itself is notably absent from Romans 9 to 11. This long passage helps us realize that it is not that Paul believes the increasingly gentile church has displaced the people of Israel. It is not that God’s promises to Israel have failed or been voided.
	The reality is not displacement but continuity and exponential enlargement into one people, Jew and gentile worshiping God together as one Israel throughout the world (Rom 10:18), like one great olive tree into which new branches (gentile believers) have been grafted (11:12, 15; 11:17-23). Paul also leaves us with a mystery because he says, “all Israel will be saved” (11:26). There’s debate about whether this verse means the whole community of Jews and Gentiles together who believe, or solely ethnic Israel as an entity. Paul does not provide details for how or when this salvation will happen, but he recognizes this event as part of God’s faithfulness to the Jews, even as he maintains in the larger context that it is all who call upon the Lord Jesus who will be saved (10:9, 13; 11:23).
	If we wanted to explain Paul’s position on the promised land further, we could explore the church as the body of Christ and the locus of God’s presence on earth, apparently in place of the temple and the land (Rom 12:5; 1 Cor 3:16; 12:27; Eph 3:6; 4:12). Paul identifies the bodies of believers (mostly gentile in the context to which Paul writes) as the new place of God’s dwelling through the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:15, 19). It is a similar way of thinking that leads Jesus to say to a Samaritan woman, “The hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father” (John 4:21). Why is that? Because the coming of Jesus and his death and resurrection relativize and dramatically decrease the importance of Jerusalem and Israel’s land. For Paul, these physical spaces are no longer the location of God’s presence.
	The New Testament, while rooting its teaching in the Old Testament, gives little (or no) priority to a particular piece of land for God’s people. Instead, the New Testament sets believers’ sights on the whole world. The promised land is not denied; it is expanded to include the rest of the world, to which the gospel message and Christ’s presence must go (Rom 15:19-23; 2 Cor 5:19; Gal 3:8).
	My goal here is not to pretend to address all that might shape Christians’ differing views of supporting the modern state of Israel. And many other issues are relevant when interpreting the promised land, such as: What does accountability mean in relation to the land? What are the biblical boundaries of the land? Who is Israel? How does the rest of the New Testament, beyond Paul’s letters, handle the promise of the land?
	I’ve only tried to raise questions and plant seeds so that believers will pause and realize that evidence from Paul points toward a different understanding of the promise than that promoted by those who take the approach of a literal fulfilment of the Old Testament’s promise of the land. The writers of the New Testament read the Old Testament’s promise about the land through their experience of the risen Christ, which leads them toward a different way of receiving the Old Testament’s promises.
	I invite fellow believers to consider guidance from Paul and other writers of the New Testament as we interpret the promises about the land found in the Old Testament. In the least, perhaps this blog can help Christians who take the promises of the land literally to understand one important reason why many fellow Christians don’t hold the same view or have the same priority. A responsible Christian approach to modern Israel needs to take into consideration how the New Testament interprets the promises about the land found in the Old Testament. Doing so may help us avoid transferring biblical promises automatically and uncritically into political claims about the modern state of Israel. Avoiding the latter can ultimately lead to policies and a region that’s more just, and may even make the gospel message more credible.
	One of the programs focused on bullying and kindness. Leaders divided children into five small groups. They moved joyfully from one station to another, learning how to pray, memorizing Bible verses, listening to the story of Paul and Silas in prison, enjoying outdoor games and painting, and making DIY bracelets.
	During one discussion, a child shared that someone had once called him ugly. Those words stayed with him. But then a leader reminded him that he is loved and seen by God. Other children also shared encouragement, telling him that he is handsome and kind. Such kindness lifted the child’s spirit. Throughout the day, he played with confidence and energy, showing renewed joy and self-worth. The children showed similar warmth to a child with autism, helping him feel accepted and cared for.
	At another camp, a group of Syrian refugee children found respite from their daily worries. Under the theme of “Love Others,” they joined children in games, laughter, and simple lessons about caring for one another.
	The highlight of the summer was “Steady,” a four-day camp where 100 teens from 30 local churches came together to learn how to build their lives on a solid foundation. One boy, who had never attended such a camp before, came carrying quiet questions about who he was and where he belonged. He later said he felt truly seen. Though he didn’t usually attend church, and had no way to get there, he showed up the following Sunday. When his camp leader spoke about the week, he stood up in front of the congregation to share how much it had meant to him.
	A girl at the same camp had been quietly wrestling with a decision about changing schools, unsure if she could hear God’s answer. After a session on prayer and decision-making, she approached her leader with a smile of relief. She said she finally had the peace she had been looking for. She hadn’t realized, until then, that God could speak into moments like this.
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